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«©T.et no one Jgtaly entertain ſuſpicions of any ſerious propoſal for the advance-, 
ment of religious knowledge; nor, out of unreaſonable prejudice, endeavour to 


obſtruct any inquiry, that profeſſes to aim at the further illuſtration of the great 


ſcheme of the Goſpel in general, or the-removal of error in any part, in faith, in 


doarine, in practice, or in worſhip. An opinion is not therefore falſe, becauſe 


it contradicts received notions: but, whether true or falſe, let it be ſubmitted to a 
fair examination; truth-muſt in the.end'be a gainer by it, and appear with the 
greater evidence, Where freedom of inquiry is maintained and exerciſed under 
the direction of the ſincere word of God, falſehood may perhaps triumph for a 
day; but to-morrow truth. will certainly prevail, and way ſucceeding day will 
confirm her ſuperiority. 

« Thelight,that aroſe upon the chriftian world at the reformation, hath ſtill con- 
tinued to increafe, and we truſt will *ſhine more and more unto the-perfect day.” 
The labours of the learned have from that time, by the bleſſing of God upon the 
free exerciſe of reaſon and private judgement, been greatly ſucceſsful in promoting 
religious knowledge; and particularly in laying open the hidden treaſures of di- 
vine wiſdom contained in the Holy Scriptures.” Much; hath been done'in this 
important work; and much till remains to be done. Thoſe heavenly ſtores are 
inexhauſtible : every new acquiſition ſtill leads on to further diſcoveries; and the 


moſt careful ſearch will ſtill leave enough to invite, and to reward, the repeated 


ſearches of the pious and induſtrious, to the lateſt ages.; This is, a_ work, that 
demands our firſt and moſt earneſt regard; the ſtudies and affiſtance, the favour . 
and encouragement, of all. To confirm and illuſtrate theſe holy writings, to 
evince their truth, to ſhew their conſiſtency, to explain their meaning, to make 


= them more generally known and ſtudied, more eaſily and perfeftly underſtood, 


by all ; to remove the difficulties, that diſcourage the honeſt endeavours of the 
unlearned, and provoke the malicious cavils of the half-learned: this is the moſt 


worthy objec, that can engage our attention; the moſt important end, to which 
our labours in the ſearch of truth can be directed.” 


Viſitation Sermon preached at Durham, July 27,17 158, by Robert Lowth, D.D. G. 
Prebendary of Durham, now Lord OE of Oxford. ; 
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INTRODUCT I O N. 


H E Author of theſe Papers has ever ſince the firſt inſti 
tution of his ſcheme, had frequent occaſion to lament, 
that his endeayours to call the attention of youth to the ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures, and his aſſerting the right of private judge- 
ment in the interpretation of them, have been. treated by ſome 


' perſons, in a manner far different from what might be expected 


from men, born to the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty 
— baptized into the communion of a proteſtant church — 
and bleſſed with the opportunities of adding to the poſſeſſion of 
theſe privileges, a proper ſenſe of their value, in conſequence of 
their education, and continued reſidence, at the VERY of 
Cambridge. 


That confidence, however, with which the uprightneſs of his 


intention, and the approbation of many worthy and learn- 
ed perſons had inſpired him, enabled him for a time to per- 


ſevere, regardleſs of the Clamours of his adverſaries. But, when 
he was informed, that a charge of the moſt invidious nature 
was ſolemnly urged, in a manner which was likely to 'do him 
great diſſervice; he no longer was able to refrain from attempt- 
ing a vindication of himſelf from thoſe calumnies, with which 
the untempered zeal of ſome, otherwiſe well-diſpoſed Brethren, ; 
had a6 Ag his charater. hs 
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| Flatiened therefore with the hope of ſoftening the prej judices 


hs ſome worthy men, who had taken exceptions to his Plan, 


"of deriving from the approbation of great names ſuch a de- 
je. of countenance and favour, as might enable him to purſue 
his deſign without injury to himſelf, and with ſome advantage to 
the Public, he was induced to tranſmit, in the ſpring of the year 
1770, the following Apology and Plan of his Lectures, to _ 
Perſons of Eminence in the Church. 

_ At preſent he will only obſerve, that his Efforts were not at- 


tended with the defired Succeſs. Accuſations were every where 


multiplied againſt him; which were too much regarded by thoſe; 


whom = World looks up to with reſpect : and his endeavours to 


exculpate himſelf from the various aſperſions thrown upon his 


| character and conduct, were received with evident marks of pre- wh 
judice, inſtead of that mild indulgence and diſpaſſionate attention, 


with which the accuſed Party ſhould be always heard. 
Yet theſe were difficulties and diſcouragements which were 


early foreſeen, as the too probable conſequences of engaging in a 


ſcheme, which if purſued with vigour, might ſuggeſt to younger 


minds ſuſpicions of a real oppoſition between the precarious doc- - 
_ trines of fallible men, and the abſolutely pure and perfe& word 


of the infallible God. And therefore had the intolerant Spirit, 
which more or leſs prevails in every human Eſtabliſhment, ſpent 


itſelf in thoſe effuſions of Paſſion and unmanly Reſentment, to 


which the Author alludes in the preceding paragraph, he would 


| have contented himſelf with oppoſing to the force of, private 
Slander the ſtrength of private Repreſentation and Remonſtrance. 


But ſince ſome leading characters in. the Univerſity, by an open 


and abſolute prohibition extending to every Student 2zn. Statu 


Pupillari, have thought proper to diſcountenance the Author's 
ſcheme of Lectures in their reſpeCtive ſocieties; ſince ſome other 


Perſons more artful, and therefore leſs honourable in. their 


ORs __ by infuſing groundleſs fears and apprehen- 


ſions, 
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ſions into the minds of wh ſhewn themſelves to be equally} n-" 
duſtrious in the proſecution of ſuch ſtifling meaſures : his only 
reſource is the power of appealing to the free, impartial voice of 
an unprejudiced Public. He therefore now ſubmits his Vindica- 
tion and Plan, together with the annexed TOY to their Can- 
dour and Indulgence. * 

He truſts, however, that he has nobler ends in view, than thoſe, 
which are frequently the only inducements to ſuch publications. 
Long Experience has convinced him, that the perſonal labours 
of the Student are of greater efficacy, than the oral inſtruftions of 


the Tutor. If the-method of directing thoſe labours, which is 


purſued in the following Plan of LeEtures, ſhall 'in any degree 
be inſtrumental towards the promoting of a more perfe& un- 


 derſtanding of the ſacred Books of Scripture, the Author will 


eſteem himſelf amply recompenſed for all his trouble. 
The Harmony, which is ſubjoined, was drawn up by the 


Author for the uſe of his Pupils. Although he has availed 


himſelf of all thoſe afliſtances, which his ſituation in the Uni- 
verſity could afford him ; he is ſenſible, that many parts of it may 
ſeem liable to very great objections; which, though obviated in 
their places to his Pupils, muſt retain their force with other 


readers ; until he has leiſure to endeavour their removal, by a 


fuller explanation 'of the whole performance. 
An Ingenious writer of the preſent Age, has in a-very maſter. 


iy manner delineated the advantages, T4 the cauſe of Chriſti- 


6 A 2 |  __anity 


* Since the Publication of the firſt Edition of this Pamphlet, much has been at-. 


tempted with a, view to damp that riſing ſpirit of free enquiry, which is fo eſſentially 


neceſſary to the perfe& comprehenſion of the ſacred Code. Yet it muſt alſo be ac- 
knowledged with heartfelt gratitude, and it will ever be remembered with a ſatis- 
fattion ſufficient to compenſate for the inconveniences incident to ſuch a conteſt, 

that the Author's-labour$have been honoured with the approbation of men, whoſe 
Piety and Learning, whoſe chara&ers and ſtation, whoſe zeal for the Intereſts of 
Civil and Religious Liberty, have rendered them the Bleſſing as well as Ornament 
'of the age they live in; and will tranſmit their well- deſerved AOGOUre with unfad- 
ing dy to the lateſt times. | 


Fo 


KC 
nity hath derived from the writings of its oppoſers. + It would 
certainly be a more unpleaſing, though perbaps not intirely an. 
uſeleſs labour, to point out the injuries, which it has received 
from the injudicious defences and repreſentations of its friends. + 
The apparent want of unanimity among the interpreters of cer- 
tain particular parts of Scripture, 1s the darling objection of our 
adverſaries to the divine Authority ' of the whole. When the 
Partiſans of each opinion are united in maintaining, that a juſt 
conception of the Matter in debate 1s, of the greateſt 1mportance, 
nay, 1s abſolutely neceſlary to Salvation; ; at the ſame time, that 
the weight of argument which they produce in ſuppart of their 
. contrary expoſitions 1s ſo equally poized, that the moſt accurate 
and diſpaſſionate obſerver 1s unable to determine, to which ſide 
the balance 1s diſpoſed to incline : the Infidel Spectator beholds 
the endleſs, and often unchriſtian controverſy, with an air of in- 
folence and triumph, while the friend of virtue and religion retires 
 deſponding and diſconſolate from the field of Conteſt. 

The great . Mr. Locke appears to have ſeen this Evil in its ftrong- 
eſt point of view. He attempted its cure, and hath in part fucceed- 
ed. His method of ſtudying the Scripture by making it its own 
Interpreter, which has now been adopted by a numerous band of 
followers, opens to us the faireſt proſpect of ſucceeding in our 
attempts to inveſtigate the real meaning of the ſacred writers; at 
the ſame time, that his treatiſe upon the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſ- 
tianity has prevailed with thouſands to believe, that in their ac- 
knowledgment of the Meſſiahſhip of, Jeſus, they hold that funda- 
mental article of faith, which with reaſon claims the high Pre- 

' rogative — the excluſive Privilege of being clientally i to 
our OE 
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1% See Diſſertations on SubjeQs relating to the 'e VT and the Evidences of 
Chrittianity by Alexander Gerrard, D.D. Profeſſor of Divinity in the Mariſchal 
College of Aberdeen. 

t It is hoped, that ſomething of this kind will appear in the concluding volumes - 


- of the Inſtitutes of natural _ revealed Religion ; a treatiſe, which Dr. rieftly en- 
*Xourages us ſhortly to _o, 
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nerate in the mind of the unlearned as well as learned 


Cahn: 


The reſemblance, which the plan of Harmonizing/the Goſpels 


| bears to this ſcheme of Mr. Locke, may with juſtice be eſteemed 


its greateſt praiſe. . Nor'ls it the leaſt of the many advantages de- 


rived from ſuch a mode of ſtudying the Scriptures, that it may be 
adopted, with almoſt equal facility by the Englith Reader. * - A 
minute acquaintance. with the circumſtances of time and place, 


together with the knowledge of . thoſe incidents, which give oc- 


calion to any diſcourſe, are the beſt preparatives to the thorough 


comprehenſion of it. The Harmonies of Macknight, Pilkington, 


Le Clerc, and Doddridge, 1 are excellent in their way; but that 


whach. 


* It is- much to be lamented, that the Laity, (many-of whom are placed in ſta- 
tions, where the want of a Religious Principle is as detrimental to the community, 
as it is uncomfortable and diſreputable to themſelves,). are in general too apt to take 
it for granted, that they are altogether unconcerned in, or incompetent judges of the 


| Credenda of the Goſpel... And indeed, they have. not unfrequently been informed 


by Authorities they. deem reſpectable, that the prafiral Part of the Chriſtian Infti- 
tute ſhould alone engage their attention.z and that the diſcuſſion of its /peculative 
doctrines ſhould be excluſively the Province of the Polemical Divine. Yet ſurely, as 
it muſt derogate from the moral character of the Deity to ſuppoſe, that he would au- 
thoriſe his ſervants to deliver, as of celeſtial original, any doctrine whatſoever, which 
has not a cloſe and immediate connection with our practice; ſo it might with rea- 
ſon be expected, which indeed appears ro. be the fact, that a! the Credenda of the 
Goſpel ſhould be unfolded with the utmoſt perſpicuity and. plainneſs. The Credende 
and Agenda of our moſt Holy Religion, are, unqueſtionably united by an indiffoluble 


bond. An. accurate acquaintance with the myſtery of Godlineſs, as revealed in the 


Scriptures, leads by a juſt and neceſſary progreſs. to the actual performance of every. 
_ perfect work ;. while the man, ,who contenting himſelf with the repreſentation of 


Human duty as delineated in the precepts or even example of his. Saviour, puſhes 
not onward to the perfection of all Chriſtian knowledge, labours not to arrive at a 
juſt conception of the whole .Counſel of God, will in all probability be found de- 
ficient both in principle and practice. . __.. __ Hh A 8 

With a view therefore to effe&t a thorough comprehenſion of whatever Jeſus 
thought it was of concernment to his followers to know — with an intention to aſ- 
ſiſt the Labours of thoſe, who think themſelves under an obligation to employ their 
nobleſt powers upon their nobleſt obje&t — with an ardent defire to promote the pi- 


ous purpoſes of thoſe inſtructors of youth in all ſeminaries of uſeful Learning, who 
may think it incumbent upon them to dedicate ſome portion of' their attention to 


the Religious principles of their Pupils,. the Author moſt earneſtly and affefionate- 
ly recommends the execution of the ſubjoined Plan of Harmony as. exhibited and 


explained in the following pages of this Book, He truſts, that it is properly cal- 


culated to produce ſuch an. acquaintance with the ade, aw of be bg will ge- 
eader. a reaſonable and live- 
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which conſtitutes their greateſt merit in one reſpeC&t, may per- 
haps appear to be no inconſiderable objection in another: By 
leaving nothing for the aQtive induſtry of their readers to per- 
form, they fail in imprefling upon the mind a circumſtantial 

Hiſtory oFmhe Tale" erm Tang. {Hf 1-7 3 n 11 | 
The Author of theſe papers will with pleaſure attend to the 
* correcting voice of every candid Examiner of his ſcheme : He 
will, with gratitude, acknowledge their aſſiſtance; will exert every 
faculty in his power, that his own'continued labours, improved by 


| 
their communications, may hereafter render it 'more worthy of 1 
the public approbation. _ SOTLE IND | 


ly expectation of a future ſtate of Retribution, and at the fame time add vigour to S247 E 
each virtuous Reſolution in the Hour of Temptation or Diſtreſs. | 
It is not denied, nay, it is evidently implied in the ſubſequent pages, that the aids 
of Criticiſm and of the various kinds of Human Learning will prove of confidera- 
ble advantage to thoſe, who are ſo happy as to poſſeſs them ; by enabling them to ; 
ſilence the objections of Infidelity, and powerfully to inculcate upon the minds of £S 
their fellow-citizens, the ſalutary dodrines of that venerable Religion, which in . | : 
every part and portion'of it is reaſonable — is important — is true. Yet it may with | 
truth be aſſerted, that the Perſon, whoſe acquired abilities reach no farther than to the | 
Capacity of reading the Engliſh Bible, may arrive at a juſt conception of all thoſe 
Do&trines of the Goſpel, which are eſſentially neceſſary to the Pertection of the Chriſ- 
| tian Life; without any other aſliſtances, than what may be derived from earneſt 

Fane and fincere endeavours exerted under the direction of that common ſen'e and 

eaſon, which diſtinguiſhes the race of men from the reſt of the animal world. 
' Nor would the Author have it imagined, that he'is ſo far carried away with the 

Idea, which he has adopted upon the recommendation of ſome of the wiſeſt of men, 

as to ſuppoſe that the moſt ſalutary effes might not be produced by a diſcreet uſe of 

the labours of thoſe worthy and eminently learned perſons, who have employed their 

natural and acquired powers in the Study and explanation of the Word of God. 

He flatters himſelf however, that in one particular the method here propoſed has an | 

advantage peculiar to itſelf, If other modes of Study be adopted, the ſtreams which | | 

flow from the ſacred fountains of Evangelical truth may poſſibly be polluted by the 

foul and impoyſoned currents of Human Inventions. But in the ſcheme of har- 

monizing the Goſpels, and of interpreting them by references to parallel places, the 

waters of Life will remain ever pure and untainted ; or without a metaphor, we may 

be ſaid to make uſe of an infallible comment in the explanation of an infallible Text. 
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THEOLOGICAL LECTURES, &c. 


TO HIS GRACE THE 


ARCHBISHOP, ar CANTERBURY. 


CT ETALY 


\HE adtive zeal of the Biſhop kr Glouceſter, has FIR 
it unneceſſary for me to inform you, — That I have been 


charged with holding opinions of the moſt dangerous tendency, 


which ſtrike at the very foundations of Religion. and FOTO: 
— And. ; 
_ThatI1 have been repreſented as ; profeſſedly Cn g to over- 
turn the eſtabliſhed doctrines, by.inculcating upon the minds of 
my Pupils a ſet of opinions, in oppoſition to thoſe, which have 
received the ſanction of eccleſiaſtical authority. _ 
With reſpect to the former part of the charge, my only method 


of vindication muſt be; yet to diſavow the moſt material of 
thoſe opinions, which have without foundation been imputed to 


me; and to declare that I have been, and am always ready to ex- - 


plain my y ſentiments, wpon any other points of dodtrine, when 
the charge ſhall be ſtated with any tolerable degree of preciſion. 

The ſecond article of the charge may beſt be obviated, by a 
faithful, accurate, and properly ant delineation of my 
method of Inſtruftion. 

The two moſt material of thoſe opinions, which I have ww 
charged with maintaining, relate to the immaculate COTA F 
of Jeſus, and the doctrine of free-will. | 

With reſpeCt to the firſt, I had no occaſion to mention, nor do* 
I remember that I ever did make uſe of the expreſſion. The 
circumſtances of our Saviour's Birth naturally come' to be con- 
ſidered, in my notes on the laſt ſeven verſes of the firſt chapter 
of St. Matthew; and as I ſet out with the Idea, that every re- 
lation in the Scripture-Hiſtory is ſtrictly true, it is impoſlible, 


that I could, with any conſiſtency, admit a doubt, whether the 
conception of Jefus were ſupernatural” or not. And'm fact, I 


have always maintained, and am in myſelf perſuaded, that his 
conception was altogether miraculous. I ſuppoſe the calumny 
aroſe, from my having ſaid, that the account given by the Evan- 
geliſts of this conception could not with propriety be urged by 
the Apoſtles, as a proof of the Meſſiahſhip of Jeſus; "but that 
Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip being firſt eſtabliſhed by the proper evidence- 


of miracles, and the accompliſhment of other prophecies, the 


belief of his miraculous conception follows of courſe; as we have 
in evidence of this fat, the authority of thoſe, whom Heaven 
would not have ſupparted in the propagation of a falſehood. 
Dr. Clarke in a ſermon upon Chriſtmas-day has ſaid the ſame. 

The ſecond opinion, which IT have been charged with main- 
taining, relates to the doctrine of free-will. And here I will 
beg leave to obſerve, that the mention of this ſubj ect was foreign 


to 


'. ® The Reader will be pleaſed to recolle&, that theſe terms have always hitherto 
been ſuppoſed $© relate to a controverſy of a very different kind: however, as they 
conſtitute the moſt decent of thoſe forms of expreſſion, in which the calumny was 
Propagitee, it was GOUgat proper to retain them. 
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to the defign of theſe C7 UTE - nor do.T: remendben. that ide 
all the courſes 1 have given, I have ever entered upon-1t unleſs, 
once incidentally. I indeed have.always cautiouſly: avoided fuch 
ſubje&ts; as one great aim,of my LeEtures was entirely to bamiſh- 


. from the ſtudy of Divinity, thoſe phyſical - and» metaphylical 
ſpeculations; which: have; too long - obſcured and diſgraced it. 


I believe, I can unfold the riſe alſo of this calumny. I have often 
in private company, with the freedom of a. Philoſopher, diſcuſſed 
this queſtion. | I have as Moderator'in the-Public Schools, when 
any Theſis, which bore an evident relation to this ſubje&t,. was 
diſputed upon, frequently called the attention of our young Men 
to this celebrated matter of debate, and poſlibly may have appeared 
to be a little inclined to the Syſtem of Hartley and of Locke; but 
I have always maintained, and am moſt ſeriouſly perſuaded, that 
Man 1s a_ moral Agent, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of ; thoſe; words — 
that He is a creature reſponſible for his aftions-both to God and 
Man, a' poſition, which I apprehend is ſufficient for all the pur- 
poſes of Religon. I am ſo far from-being fingular in my opinion 
upon this ſubject; that Thave never, in my moſt private thoughts, 
gone beyond what "Bp. Butler has, with great Eg EX- 
prejien.! in Print. 
In order the more atisfa@torily to abies the fend part of 


the charge, it may be proper to give a ſhort account of my own 


method in the ſtudy of the Scriptures; as the plan I proceeded by 


in gaming information, may throw ſome light on the: account I 


am about to give, of my manner of communicating it. 


Upon. reading the preface to Mr. Locke's comment upon the 
Epiſtles, I was ſtruck with his repreſentation of- the advantages, 


which might be expected to ariſe from a courſe -of ſtudy upon 


the Plan he recommended; and was particularly delighted with 


the Idea of making Scripture its own interpreter. 


_ I had the hs fortune alſo eany to have © conceived an high 
» Wh 2s 22: btf2ti mah opaniont 


( w ) 
opinion of Le Clerc; who ſoon convinced me, of the expediency | 
of harmonizing the different Hiſtories of the four Evangeliſts. 
My firſt ſcheme therefore was to conſtruct for myſelf an bh 
mony of the Goſpels, by the al of ta Benſon, 
Lamy, and Le Clerc, 
Schmidjus's Concordance enabled me to put in execution the 
method of interpretation, propoſed by Mr. Locke; and to arrive 
at ſome conception of the Scripture Phraſeology, and highly. - 
figurative $1 att which more or leſs prevails through every 
_ Part of the book 
My other aſfitances were chiefly ſelected from the relations of 
the ne approved Travellers into the Eaſtern countries, ſuch as 
Maundrell, Shaw, and Pococke, from the Books of the old Teſ- 
tament, and from thoſe Authors, whoſe writings tended to ex- 
plain the rites, ceremonies, language, expectations, and _ 
ples of all ſes, and parties, in the Goſpel times. | 
In the laſt place, I availed myſelf of Ne labours of the moſt 
celebrated commentators, n all points of critical and grammati- 
cal enquiry. 4-6-0 
With reſpect to opinions, L endeavoured t6 maintain an entire 
Indifference with regard to thoſe, which I had before admitted 
without due examination ; thoſe which now appear to-me in the 
light of gofpel doctrines, I permitted to ariſe, as natural and un- 
_bidden conſequences from the general courſe of my reading in 
| the Seriptures 
"As appeared abſurd to fr ppoſe, that the ſame paſſage could 
in fa& admit of various ſenſes, I was contented when I had found 
that one, which by connexion with the other parts of the diſ- 
courſe, appeared to: be the meaning of the ſpeaker, and which 
ſeemed to be that very ſenſe, in which he would have wiſhed to 
be underſtood. 
| I reflefted, that from the cixcumAances of a. 
from the deſign including as its Gi all mankind — from the 


character 


6 8.3 | T1 
chara&er and condudCt of the perſons preaching it, it coutd not 
be the intention of the ſacred writers to be unintelligible in_any 
inſtance whatſoever; but on the contrary 1 concluded, that it was 
their defign to expreſs whatever points of dotrine were nereffary 
for us to know, in the fimpleft, plaineſt terms; arid that, if chly 
could have choſen a mode of ſpeaking, more likely to be under- 
ſtood by the" perfons to whom they addreſſed themſelves, they 
would certainly have uſed it. | 
1 therefore fat down to this ſtudy with a full  perfuaſion, that 
I ſhould find no difficulties, except ſuch, as might naturally he 
_ expetted to be met with, in the hiſtory of ne Pr wherern 
x6. {o differenced from us, it the cirerrmſtarices of 
wore, cuſtoms, langttage, and laws. FI 
Upon Experience, 1 found that T was not miftaken; and it 
appeared to require nothing more, than common intuftry ard - 
- honeſty, together with a tolerable ſhare of underſtanding, in or- 
der fully to comprehend, whatever is of importance for us to 
know, of thofe matters, which are contained ir the word of God.” 
In this manner, Iemployed ſome years of inceſſant ſtudy, upon 
the ſcriptures of the old and new teftament. T have from thence 
deduced a ſyſtem of faith and pradtice: I have eftablifhed myſelf 
In the full aſſurance of the truth and importance of Revelation. E 
The fatisfa&tion I received from 'a criticaf nry into the 
original records of our faith, and the defire x have to be uſcful 
_ in! my generation, jomed with ſome feſs difinterefted, though not 
diſhonourable motives, have induced me to offer” my affiſtance 
to others im the fame 1 
' In the courſe of this employment, Flee the fill anxiouf 
defirons to inculcate the ſame ſyſtent of faith and ra&tice, which | 
appeared to me to be moſt reafonable. T have r: & made it my | 
endeavour, that thoſe Gentlemen who favoured me with their | 
attendance, ſhould be provided wittt x materials for ffriking 
out a ſyſtem of faith and praftice for” t enſefves.. And to hs 


B2 end, 


_—— — —  — 


(08 5).. 
end,” I exhorted them to ſtudy the Scriptures with the ſame in- 


 duſtry, and freedom from prejudices of every ſort, which I am 


conſcious of having exerciſed in my own enquiries. 

- Tf the conſequence has been, that the train of Ideas, in in 
the minds of my Pupils, from ſuch an enquiry — that the con- 
clufions drawn from ſuch a review, do not agree in every inſtance, 


with what the ſame Scriptures ſeemed to ſuggeſt in the time of 
our great reformers; the fa& may be accounted for, from the 


ſuperior advantages, which the preſent age may draw from the 
labours of many learned men, who have ariſen ſince that Period; 


| and from a variety of other- ſources, which muſt crowd upon the. 


mind of every candid thinking perſon, without recurring to the 


_ odious, and groundleſs ſuppoſition, of my pr ofeſſedly inculcating 


a ſet of opinions, in PppIneoN. to the dodrines of the Eſtabliſh- E 
&. Church. | 


Explanation of my Method. _. 
The Paper publiſhed in the Univerſity, with the intire conſent, 


fe approbation of the Vice-Chancellor, was to the following 


effect. 


On Monday, 21 Nov. 1 768, will begin a courſe of Lectures, 
critical and explanatory, on the four tea ; "y the Reverend 
Mr. Jebb. 

ah theſe propoſals I We ſteadily adhered. .. 

My introdufory Lefure conſiſts chiefly of the following ane | 
Obſervations on the ſtate of the text — Hiſtory of the moſt re- 
markable manuſcripts now in being — Uſe of verſions, and writ- 
ings of the Fathers in ſettling the Greek'text — Upon the diviſion 
into Chapters — into Verſes — Of the riſe and benefit of Con- 
cordances. — Stephens — Schmidins. Of the name Jadny —- 
which always ſignifies Covenant, though often improperly tranſ- 
lated Teſtament — The nature and ceremonies of ſome ancient 
covenants explained. — A:abxy ſtands for the covenant with Noah, 


Gen. v1. 18. Septuag. — with Abraham, ; Gen. xv. 18 — with If- 
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(13) 
rael, Exod. xxiv. 8. — for the covenant FERENT God and Mani TY 
Chriſt, Matt. xxvi. 28. — Heb. ix. 17. explained according to the 


ſame Idea — Scripture ſenſe of the word pwu5nper — Short account. 
Wn the Writers of the Gaſpek, and in; what inſtances: inſpired. 


The ſecond Lefure. ap 

The genealogies in Matthew and Luke compared — the for- 
mer the genealogy of Joſeph, the latter proved to be that of Mary. 
— Probable reaſons. for the inſertion of Joſeph's genealogy. — 
Explanation of the name Xgi5-06, with notes critical and expla- 
natory on the words svge9y —  Iaemiog, — TagaluyuaTioa: » — Tat 
— TVEULLATOG  ETIT RITES, &c. in the 18th, 19th, 2oth, and 21ſt 
verſes of the firſt chapter of St. Matthew ; and in the firſt chapter 
of St. LUKE, from the 26th. to the 2gth verſe... 


te third Lefture:. \ 
| Obſervations on the method of quoting the old didn by 
the writers of the new. Critical and; explanatory notes on the 
words: ive Tandy, EpparenX, in- the: four laſt verſes of Matthew 
the 1ſt. — Explanation of the ſeventh, and part of the eighth. 
chapters of Ifaiah, introduced in notes upon. The word 0 ns 


The fourth | LeSure: ; 

Critiat and' explanatory notes on. the, words ByY yeuly 'H 2 
Kayory rexbecg, HSECX WEOTKUYNT HR, REXHECELGy NYEKOTW, WEOTWEY KAY, STC. 
in the firſt eleven verſes of the ſecond chapter of St. Matthew.. 

This method is purſued through every verſe of the.twenty eight 
chapters of St. Matthew — the firſt and ſecond' chapters of St. 
' Luke — the firſt, third, fixth, and ſeventeenth chapters of St. 
John; with ſuch other ſmaller ſelected portions of the Goſpels, 
as. ſeemed: moſt to, ftand in need of illuſtration. My whole 
courſe conſiſts of eight and' forty LeEtures; of theſe, the firſt for- 
ty chiefly contain critical expoſitions of the moſt remarkable paſ- 
ſages in the aforeſaid chapters. -. The fix next- in order, contain 
the moſt important ſpeculative and IVE inferences deduced; 


= bY 


; ( 4: hi 
by what appears to me a juſt analyſis, fron the parts of the Goſ- 


j pels commented upon mm the preceding LeCtures. - 'The courſe 
'Y _____ eloſes with two LeCtures, on the fifteenth chapter of the firſt 
; _ Epiſtle ta the Corinthians : in which, every verſe is paraphraſed 
and commented upon; the Expectations of Mankind, relating to 
a future ſtate, as deducible from the hght of nature, are enquir- 
ed into; the deficiency of the ancient doctrine, in point of univer- 
 fality and evidence, when compared with the Chriſtian's Hope, 
1s ck pointed out; and that Hope is placed upon its juſt 
and only proper foundation, the REsURRECTION oF JEsvs. 
This 1s the courſe purſued, while the Gentlemen are with me; ; 
the method of ſtudying recommended to a "} in private, 
{till remains to be deſcribed. | 
A paper, of which the annexed Table 
is a ſpecimen, is given every day to'each: 
_ the uſe they make ao it,1sas follows. They | :-- 
read in; the greek teſtament, explamed by |. ,_ 
Dr. Clarke's, or any other approved pa- | ;_. 
rephraſe, the three firſt verſes of Mat- | 
: thew IL, the four firft verſes of Mark I, 
_ the ſix farſt verſes of Luke III, and the. 
q ſixth, ſeventh, and eighth verſes of the 
+ft chapter of St. fohni. They confider | 


OO” 


thefe as the accounts given by four differ- |, , 

ent perſons of the fame tranfa&ion. | £-: 
' | 7 + ab. : 

From theſe four accounts they form one paragrap which. they 


ſet down. ypon. a ruled ſheet of paper in ſomewhat of the follow- 
ing manner. 

Tn conformity to the ancient prophecies, hes 
and authorized by. an expreſs revelation, | 
| Jahn the Baptiſt appears, in the wilderneſs | | 
of Judea, preaching repentance, and pro- Fr | 
claiming. the approach of the Meſſial's | 
_ m. i eat | — 


( 3.7 
They then proceed to the ſecond line of my. paper = form the 


contents of that line into a ſecond paragraph, which they tran- 


| ſcribe into the ruled ſheet of paper, as before, with the refer 


Pa 
- 
_— 


ences at the end of the laſt line of their account. - /From thenee- 


they go forward to the third line; and fo on till the whole be 
finiſhed, conſiſting of as many paragraphs, - as there are lines 
of references. This employment generally. requires two hours 
each day, in order to its being completed in the proper manner. 
They each receive about forty four of theſe papers; the contents 


of which, drawn out at length, give an intire Hiſtory (conſiſting 


| ſometimes of many folio pages) of the life and doctrines of Jeſus, 


in their own words. The Execution of this Plan, over and above 


the immediate advantage arifing from the acquaintance, which 


it produces with all the circumſtances of importance contained 


in the Goſpels, may alſo be converted to-many other uſeful pur- 


poſes in the future courſe of their reading. If any-doubts occur, 


_ relating to the propriety of the order of events obſerved in my 


Harmony, they are Done and ey 4 un the pans 'of | 


the ſucceeding day. 
They alfo take down thoſe efarences to texts of Sexiyiturs, 
vo relate to the words commented upon, while they are with 
Theſe they dilate into notes, and- obſervations of their 


own : which I recommend to- be tranferibed into an mterleavet: . 
teſtament. This laſt employment ſometimes engages their at= 


tention for two hours more each day. 
Theſe engagements, together with the time they are with me, 


frequently amount to near fix hours a day, employed in aQtual 


ſtudy of the Scriptures. 
If any difficulty arifes, in their reſearches, in one Rvangelifh 


I adviſe them firſt to enquire, by the help of their Harmony, 
whether another Evangelift has not treated upon the ſame fib- 
jet; and if fo, to make whe. of them as mutual interpreters of 
each other. If the i fill remains, I adviſe then to corn- 
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ſult concordance; and diligently to inveſligns the ſenſes, in which 


the word; or. combination of words, 1s underſtood-in other parts 


of Scripture. If they are not yet ſatisfied, (as ſome rite or cuſtom 


may be alluded. to,) I refer them to Joſephus, Philo, Lightfoot, or 


ſuch other books, both ancient and modern, which treat of Jewiſh 
laws and cuſtoms: and as their laſt reſource, they are directed 
to the commentators, or to Poole's ſynopſis; but I adviſe, that 
theſe ſhould not be conſulted, until they have attempted, and 
found fruitleſs, -every other. method of interpretation. | 
In the conſideration of thoſe texts, which have been Lamas in 
proof of certain doctrines, * I do..not depart from my. printed 
propoſals, either profeſſedly to: controvert, or defend. thoſe doc- 
trines: I endeavour to inveſtigate the plain, the obvious meaning 
of the paſſages, which lye before us: and as I am perſuaded, that 
each expreſſion of the Evangeliſt has an interpretation appropri- 
ated. to itſelf alone, I contend, that if the ſenſe which I point out 
be jult, all other ſenſes muſt be either falſe, or nothing to Jrua pur- 
poſe. However, in important caſes, I am careful to obſerve, 
that many worthy perſons of the greateſt name, have been of a_ 
different opinion from myſelf. I recommend the approved rules 
of ſound criticiſm as the ſafeſt guides: I urge the neceſſity of guard- 
ing againſt the fallies of imagination — the affeCtation of = 
larity — the reſtleſs deſire of debate; and point out the advan- 


tages of, and the moſt likely means of attaining, a ſober judge- 


ment: And, as the beſt ſecurity againſt the danger of a perpetual 
uncertainty and a fatal ſcepticiſm, I recommend a ſtate of tem- 


porary ſufpence; tall all the proper helps and arguments are col- 
lefted, and conſidered with an impartiality and diligence, propor- 


tioned, to the' importance of the ſubject. I obſerve to them, 

that I, who am no more than a fingle perſon i in the controverſy, 
have but a ſingle voice in its deciſion ; yet as born to the uſe of 
reaſon and to the enjoyment of religious liberty, I claim the right 
of private judgement. And, as I would not treſpaſs on the free- 


dom 


| a: 
i; dom of enquiry in another, I only requeſt the ſame indulgence 
+ for myſelf. More than this, cannot be expetted from a Lecturer 
i upon the Goſpels, by the moſt zealous advocate for eſtabliſhed 
v1 notions: Leſs cannot be done by a faithful expounder of the LATE! 
= Scriptures. Fs 74 THT | . 
—_.- From the account here given of my LeCtures, it will doubtleſs 
appear; that I have not made 1t profeſſedly my aim, to ſhew the 
?'F conſonancy of our articles, with the words and ſenſe of Scripture; 
But I truſt, it will be apparent, that I' have endeavoured to do 
ie more; That I have laboured to explain — eſtabliſh — and. re- 
commend to the Love and Eſteem of Youth, that complete, that 
£2 glorious ſyſtem of faith and morals, which is the only proper 
== foundation of every church in Chriſtendom. - In a word, I have 
7 endeavoured carefully to explore the ſenſe of the Scriptures,” by 
availing myſelf of thoſe aſliſtances, which the wiſe and learned 
In every age, Have "Yeclared to be the moſt likely means of at- 
taining to the knowledge of their contents; and have honeſtly 
communicated to all, who have honoured me with their attend- 
ance, the ſame means of information, which I have found to be of 
ſervice in my own caſe. At the cloſe of my Lectures, I give a plan 
for reading the remaining parts of the New Teſtament : I recom- 
mend the ſame mode of procedure in the A&ts and the Epiſtles, as 
far as it can be applied, which I purſued in the Goſpels : And, as 
 afſiſtances, adviſe the peruſal of thoſe authors, who have ſo hap- 
pily completed the ſcheme of Mr. Locke.* FEET 
on pettitys Upon 


'* The Authors here alluded to, are Taylor, Benſon, Hallett, Pierce, and Sykes. 
The Hiſtory of the Planting of Chriſtianity by Benſon, may be peruſed with great 
advantage, while the Student is engaged in reading the Atts of the Apoſtles. Every 
work of Taylor is highly to be eſteemed: his Paraphraſe and comment upon the Ro- 
mans is invaluable. Sykes is eminently uſeful on the Hebrews : and Lowman has 
given us an excellent comment upon the Revelation of St. John. | 

With reſpe& to the external Evidences of Chriſtianity, It may be obſerved, 
that the works of the very learned and ingenious Dr. Lardner, are calculated to 
produce a firm perſuaſion of the truth of thoſe Hiſtorical Facts, which form the 
Foundation of the Chriſtian Inſtitution : And that the incomparable treatiſe upon 

- miracles, lately publiſhed by the truly reſpectable Mr. Farmer, cannot be read with- 
out ſome good effect by the moſt determined adverſary to Revelation, Oſwald's ap- 
peal to Common Senſe in behalf of Religion, and Beattie upon the Immutability of 
Truth, have an immediate tendency to promote that rational conviction, which 
evidences itſelf by its effects on the Life and converſation of the true Believer. 
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Upon every opportunity, I take occaſion to obſerve, that the 

great ends of Religion are, to generate rnght affections — to re- 
gulate the practiſe — to reform the heart — to inſpire us with 
worthy notions of the Almighty, and with Love to God and Man. 
I exhort and encourage all my younger Hearers to proceed with 
diligence and alacrity in theſe uſeful ftrudies ; by repreſenting to 
them, that 1t 1s the duty of us all, each for himſelf, to enquure 
into the word of God, as far as his abilities, and neceflary occu- 
pations will allow. HI recommend to them an attention to Rea- 
ſon, and to Argument, on whatever fide or party found. And I 
labour to perſuade them, that whatever opinions they may em- 
brace, in conſequence of an honeft, humble, diligent and impar- 
tial ſtudy of the ſcripture, ſhould they be erroneous, they will 
not mm them be attended with the general guilt of Error. 
— Thus, I have unfolded with great truth, and fincerity, the 
whole of my proceſs in theſe Lectures. I ſhould be happy in 
the approbation of the friends of Reaſon and Rehgion; and it 
has grven me pain to find, that ſome juſtly A characters. 
have concerak of me as an Enemy to both. | 


N. B. The original paper, as far as relates to the explanation of 
the Author's Plan, was atteſted as an accurate delineation of his 
method, by the ſignatures of ſix gentlemen of eſtabliſhed cha- 
racter and conſiderable ſtanding m the Univerfity, who. had 
honoured theſe Lectures with their LECT: | 


ADVER- 


ADVERTISEMENT. : 


In the Middle of November, 1771, the following Letter appeared 
POLES, © in the White Hall Evening Poſt. © 


TT HE Oppoſition, which a certain Le&turer in the Univerſity 
& of Cambridge has met with for three years paſt, 1s of fo 
extraordinary a nature, that many Perſons are defirous of ſeeing 
It accounted for, upon Principles conſiſtent with rid Proteſtant- 
iſm, or even with common Equity. It does not appear, from any 
Evidences afforded, either to the Univeriity or the Public,* that 
_ the Lecturer has, in a ſingle Inſtance, deviated from his original 
Propefals, during the courſe of his reading Crezical and  Expla- 
aatory Lectures upon the Goſpels. The Public are-in Pofleflion 
of his Plan; and a Perſon, of high Dignity in the Church, of an 
. atteſted Paper, ſignifying the Lecturer's faithful Execution of 
that Plan. px ho ; 

C 2 bp. 1:*. The 


* Three Sermons preached by the Rev. Dr. Hallifax in the Univerſity Church, . 
| have been publiſhed at the requeſt of the Vice Chancellor, and fame of the Heads 

of Colleges, fince the Infertion of this expoſtatatory addreſs in the Public Papers. 
| In theſe diſcourſes are contained fome expreſſions, which have been fappoſed to in- 
ſiguate a charge, that the Lecturer hath departed from the facred Line of Daty, in 
the execution of his defign : but as the neceffary Evidence, has nat as yet been laid 
before the Univerfity, or the Public, the Le&turer thinks, that notwithſtanding the 
DeRor's Publication, he is authoriſed to retain the mode of expreſſion adopted in the 
advertiſement. The Doctor has thought proper to point out the Rev. Dr. Prieſtly, 
without any ambiguities, as an obje& of his Reprehenfion ; ſhould he, in fome 
future Edition of his Sermons, condeſcend to honour the Lecturer with a fimilar 
kind of notice ; ſhould he, at any time, diſclaiming the ungenerous artifices of a 
diſguiſed adverſary, and with the Sprrit of a real Friend to the Intereſts of Retigion, 
_ direQtly and explicitly apply the accuſation of wſmg undue arts to mflead the riſing Ge- 
neration, and of teaching « Chriſtianity without Chriſt, and a Redemption without a Re- 
 "deemer, to the Lecturer's charafter and conduct, and attempt to fupport it by the 

proper Evidences, a dire and circumſtantial anſwer, will immediately be returned 
to his charge. | | OLE | 


( ©.) 
The following Queries are therefore ſubmitted to the Conſide- 
ration of the Perſons concerned. 


1. What arguments can be urged to prove, that the ae 
ſhould not be permitted to proceed, abſolutely unmoleſted, in the 
Execution of his deſign, as expreſſed in his Propoſals? 

2. Have not many young Gentlemen of the Univerſity, been 


dehorted and diſcouraged from attending the Lecturer; and hath 


not this very lately been the caſe in Colleges, wherein there is no 


opportunity of ſeeking elſewhere for Inftruction? _ 


3. Hath not the Lecturer declared, both by Letter, and i in Per- 
ſon, to ſeveral Dignitaries in the Church, that he will deſiſt from 
reading Le&tures himſelf in- the Univerſity, provided a regular 
Courſe of Le&tures in the Goſpels ſhall be read, once each year, 


in every College, by the Perſons to whoſe department ſuch _ 


more immediately belongs ! 
. Hath he not, at the ſame time that he exculpates the Tutors 


_ of the Univerſity, with reſpect to an omiſſion, ſo often pathetically 


lamented, pointed out to Perſons of Authority and Influence, the 
original Fountain of the Evil, and the proper Method of re- 
movin git? 

5. Hath any ſatifatory Adfiver been returned to ſuch re- 
monſtrances? 


To theſe Queries, ths Lecturer begs leave to ſubjoin the fol- 


lowing Declaration. 
That as he is fully ſatisfied, an attempt to revive the anguiſh! 


ing Study of the Sacred Writings in one of the moſt celebrated 


Univerſities in Europe, is an undertaking deſerving of all En- 
couragement ; he 1s alſo perſuaded, that his Efforts, though 
oppoſed. by the whole force of the Spiritual Powers, will in due 


time be unqueſtionably crowned with Succeſs. That he there- 


fore declares it to be his fixed Intention, calmly to purſue his de- 


termined courle, regardleſs of the Menaces of that intereſted Op- 
poſition, 
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pilttion; which would ſhake him from his purpoſe; but at the 


ſame time, aCtuated with a ſincere defire to remove the prejudices 


| of every worthy Man, who may have miſconceived of his deſign. 


And, that as with reſpe& to Matters of ſmaller importance, his 
temper 1s naturally open and. unreſerved ; ſo in an affair of ſuch 
high concernment as Religion, it 1s probable he will always, dur- 
ing the courſe of his public Labours in the Goſpel, declare what 
appears to him to be the truth of God, without any apprehenſion 
of the Reſentment of Man. Yet, that he may not appear obſh- 
nately attached to any one particular Mode of Inſtruction, or be 
ſuſpected of being in the leaſt degree diſpoſed to aim at eſtabliſh- 
ing, by undue Arts, any favourite opinions of his own, in the 
place of thoſe which have received the ſanction of Law; he now 
publicly and with all folemnity declares, that whenever Cr1T1- 
CAL AND EXPLANATORY LECTURES ON THE GosPELs, conti- 
nued daily for the courſe of ſeven” ſucceſſive weeks, * ſhall be 
anmially read in, each Society, at any ſeaſon + which ſhall be 
| | Judged: 

* This appears to the Author, to be the leaſt portion of time, in which ſuch a de- 


ſign can be effetually executed : his reaſons are founded upon his own experience. 
and practice, as delivered in the preceding pages of this Book. 


+ The proper ſeaſon for the execution of that Plan of Lectures, which is. here 
recommended, muſt be determined. in-a great meaſure upon a contererationt of the 
different views of the Students who reſort to-us for Inſtruction, 

The Students at our Univerſities, may be claſſed with propriety into various divi- 
ſions, according to their Rank and Expectations, their Abilities and Standing ; but 
at preſent we will conſider them, either in the Light of Perſons intended to be trained 
up in ſuch a-courſe of Academical Learning, as may qualify them for. the due diſ- 
charge of the ſacred functions of the Miniſtry ;. or ſuppoſe them to be ſent thither, in 
order that they. may imbibe- that liberal Spirit, and be confirmed in thoſe Habits of 


juſt reaſoning, which are the natural conſequences of an early acquaintance with the 


rr and are equally an ornament and advantage in every Rank and Pofeltiog. 
of Life 

- As the Students of the latter Claſs, frequently leave us before they have accom- - 
pliſhed the Reſidence required for the firſt Academical degree; the ſeaſon of Religious. 
InſtruRtion, might with propriety be fixed at-ſome time, near. the cloſe of the ſecond 
year-from their admiſſion. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed, that our; youth, however independent may be their ſituation, 
however elevated their proſpe&ts, will be averſe from purſuing any courſe of Study,. 
which comes recommended to them by proper authority or adyice, But a Queſtioa. 

may. 
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judged moſt proper, He will placidly reſign his preſent laborious 
office and employment, into the hands of 'abler and leſs excep- 
tionable men ; or, m other words, when he ſhall have ſucceeded 
in his defign of eyrrECTUALLY calling forth the Labours of 
others, he will ceaſe from his own. TELE Se | 


may ariſe, whether ſach an Inſtitution would redound to the advantage of the Stu- 
dent himſelf, or be conformable to the Intention of thoſe, who by nature or poſitive 
appointment, are intruſted with his education. He is ſent to theſe ſeminaries, it may 
be ſaid, not with a deſign, that he ſhould employ his moſt valuable Hours in the 
enucleation of the abſtruſer points of Theological Controverly ; but rather with a 
view to acquire that general kind of knowledge, which may prepare him for an able 
and honourable diſcharge of his Duty, whatever be the ſtation, - in which he may 
be hereafter placed. NF UT Toe See ne CR na 7 OTE Fee * 05 THF OR 
As this is an obje&tion, which may poſſibly be eſteemed of weight ; we will con- 


Kder it with forme degree of attention; _ 


- 


Ir wil conduce much. to the ſettling of this matter, if we begin with a proper 
Idea of the Queſtion itſelf. It may be ſtated as folows. Whether it be prudent 
or defireable, that the noble and ingenuous youth, who reſort to us for Inftruftion 


in'thoſe various kinds of knowledge, which are taught in theſe ſeminaries of uſeful 


Learning, ſhou'd be a)ſo principled in that Religion, which was revealed from Heaven 
— in that Religion, which 5s eſtabliſhed -by ſanctions, that form a part of the political 
Inſtitutions of their country — in that Religion, which if profeſſed and practiſed in 
its primzval purity, would, excluſively of its more important conſequences hereafter 


to individuals, be productive of Security, Franquility; and Happineſs, to all com- 


muaities of Men. | ok | 4} | 
It is hoped, for the Honour of oux Nobility — for the Honour of our Common- 


 alty — for the Honour of our Clergy — and more particularly for the Honour of our 


Univerſities, that there are not many, even in thefe times, who would chuſe openly 
to intimate a doubt, whether Religion { which, after al} that the Philoſophers and 
Moraliſts have ſaid with refpect to its uncertamties and -corruptions, has. an un- 
doubted Claim-to be the guide of Human Life) ſhould be inſtilled into the minds 
of Youth, before the important ſcene of action commences, which calls for its 
effects, in the performance of every juſt and honourable deed. 


- If there be any who ſhall affert, that an early acquaintance with the Rudiments 
of the Chriſtian faith — that an Education, which tends to rmprint vpon: the yield- 


ing mind the fabatary DoQtrines of the Goſpel, is not an-objet worthy of Academi- 


cal Attention; They muſt be ſtrangers to that Faith, and miſtake for Religion pure 
and undefiled, that motley mixture of Saperftitian and. Enthuſiaſm, which has ſo 
long uſurped its venerable name, Too often indeed, has her fair and ſpotleſs form 
been confounded with the offspring of Political Invention ; with the reproach of 
Priefthood; with the dread-of fools: But trae Religion, though it confirms the Sub- 
je& in obedicace to the Magiſtrate, is not the Offspring of Political Device; though 


It teaches the Creature to bow down with humbleſt reverence in the Houfe of 
_ Prayer, is not the Invention of the intereſted Prieſt; though it frequently alarms the 


minds of mortal men with ſupernumerary horrors, is-not the child of fantaſtic Su- 
peritition, nor ingendered by wild Enthuſiaſm or the. Demon of Deſpair... & 


( 23 ) tt : 

. In the circles of the gay and thoughtleſs, Religion is too often treated with aver- 
fion or contempt; but injuriouſly and ungratefully do they refleQ upon this la beſt 
Gift of Gad to man, when they repreſent her as a friend to gloom and melancholy, 
an enemy to ſocial joy. Whereas the Countenance of true Religion is always pla- 
cid and ferene; She poureth farth the choiceſt bleſſings of the Almighty upon Man, 
and arms our Souls with Patience, Faith, and Holy Hope, Her-ways are ways of 
plealantneſs, and all her paths are Peace. roles 1s quite $30 3s 

Byt in order that we may place in the moſt iriking point of View, the neceſlity of 
ſuch an Inſtitution, as we have been now contending for ; Let us endeavour more 
fully-to delineate the intrinſic Excellence, and benekicial tendencies of that Reli- 
gious ſyſtem, which from an entire conviction of its general utility and celeſtial 
_ original, we earneſtly and with confidence recommend to the ſerious attention of 
the Britiſh Youth. —  __ 5, 6 Wo ot -3 0 þ 27 
_ The Voice then of true Religion firſt calls upon us to look round upon the face of 
that Earth, which is our prefent Habnation. - She points to that wonderful care of 
Nature in the formation of every Plant and Flower, which diverſifes its furface. She 
ſuggeſts to us the Contemplation of the flill more numerous uſes, for which each 
plant and flower ſprings up, and withers and decays.. How each contributes to the 
being and enjoyment of the innumerable ſpecies of living creatures, with which 
every. Element is filed: how'each and all conduce to the ſatisfaction of Nature's 
faireſt produce, the rational Mind ; and finally leads us to eonclade, that theſe infi- 
nitely varied objeQts of fight, of ſmell and touch, are not the effec of wayward 
chance; but owetheir origin to ONE Almighty Everlaſting God, who firft formed 
_ them from nothing by his Creative Voice, and now ſupparts them in Exiftence by 
the Word of his Power : that though numerous as the aands of the ſhore, they are 
all the Produce of onie Mighty Being, of one Everlaſting Parent of all Good: 

The Voice of true Religion alſo calls upon» us to obſerve. the Methods of God's 
pd. ph the Nature of that Adminiſtration, with which he rules among the Sons 
of Men. . | | | | FOE RG "* FE 

| The Voice of true Religion, laſtly, calls upon us, from the knowledge of our 

Maker, from the knowledge of his Providence, to deduce the: ftil} more important 
knowledge of our Duty. PATIO EE 93S Ck SHORE 2k 0 0 TIES 

Religion thetefore'is a fublimer kind of Skill in the CEconomy of Human Life. 

- A Man is eſteemed w/e and predent, if he manages his temporal eoncerns in ſuch a 
manner, a$to gain the greateſt quantity of-real Enjoyment from thoſe Scenes, which 
now are paſting with ſuch quick Succefhon in our Sight. ve: (Þ | | 

He is certainly religious, if his condutt be ſuch as affords the moſt reaſonable pro- 
fpect of his being happy throughout the whole of his Exiſtence, of whieh the prefent ® 
life of Man forms but an inconfiderable Part.. 6 PR Si badta tt 2TÞ 

Religion has been ſuppoſed only to flourith in the Convent. It is the only place, 

m which it cannot poſſibly ſubfiſt. Seo RET ne d3 xg | 
Religion has been ſuppoſed by its: very nature, to be. excluded from the more 
aQive ſcenes of Social Life. Ir is-in the active ſcenes of Social Eife, where alone 
Religion can be found.” ESE re 13] frhpeY} in 17 

A Sound Judgement is efteemed creditable to the Poſſefſor, and advantageous to- 
all who live beneath its Influence. Religion is: productive and perfeQtive- of that- 
Judgement: (through her we form a proper” eſtimate of every Object; which agi- 
tates our Paſſions, and mfluences the -defires of our Hearts: She teaches us-to- 
_diſtinguith between the mimic blaze, which plays around the Head of Falſehood, 

and that ſteady Luſtre, which-beams reſplendent from the Face of Truth... 

5 . Pane fs, | Knowledge 


-_. 

Knowledge is pleaſing to the Human-Mindy Tt is delightful in the moment of 
Acquiſition, it is valuable for its Uſe; Religion is the Perfection of all Knowledge. 
It not only points out the ſource and'origin of thoſe fecret powers, which with irre- 
ſiſtible energy urge on the movements of this vaſt material Frame; but alſo ſhews, 
' that Almighty Power, that conſummate Wiſdom, that unlimited Beneficence and 
Mercy dire& and regulate the moral World. - A Conviction, which immediately 
tends to the Production of the ſolid Subſtance of Piety and Virtue; a perſuaſion, 
ſurely conſolatory in the Hour of diſtreſs, animating and exhilarating amidſt the feſ- 
tivity of ſober Joy. | LEE | FRO Pp 4000 1 
_ Should Infidelity obje&, © Do we not ſee Man growing up like a flower ; and like . 
&« a flower withering beneath the blaſt of Heaven, gradually decay; until at length 
& with an intire privation of thought, and conſciouſneſs, he drops into the tomb; *” 
ſhould ſhe exalt her voice, and cry, * where is now the boaſt of Reaſon, the expected 
<« Reward of doing well, the continual feaſt of Conſcience, the Everlaſting Fruit 
«of Virtue??? Religion calmly ſhall reply, and full conviction will accompany her 
words, ** The moral Perfections of the Soul, the Virtues of the Rational mind, 
& touched by the rude hand of Neath, may perhaps like the Flower of Evening, 
<« cloſe for a time their yet imperfect forms ; but the gloomy night and darkneſs of 
© the Grave ſhall quickly paſs, the morning of the Reſurrection ſhall arrive ; they 
<< ſhall then expand their fragrant bloſſoms beneath the Influence of brighter Suns, 
* and flouriſh in the poſſeſſion of an- Eternal Day.” 

If the knowledge of Religion be thus efficacious in forming, influencing, and ani- 
mating every nobler power and affe&tion of our nature; Inſtruction in that Goſpel, 
which tends to generate, and inculcate a proper ſenſe of it upon the mind, ſhould 
without a doubt, form a diſtinguiſhed part in every perfect Plan of Education. 

And this on account of the tranſcendent excellency of the Religion, which is con- 
tained in that Goſpel. | FIT AY 6 473 24-0 Wt | | 

For, as the Religion of nature, calls us to the contemplation of the Wonders of 
_ Creation ; that in them we may ſeek our great Creator, and having found him, adore 
him with a reaſonable ſervice; the Religion of the Goſpel moſt powerfully invites 
us to conſider the ſurpaſſing Wonders of his goodneſs, that we may love him, and 
riſe to a participation of his Joy. - | wh 1. Sh nuke,» 

The Religion of the Goſpel deſcribes each publick -and each private © vir- 
tue with all ſimplicity and plainneſs; and at the ſame time, with that majeſtic 
_ and affeting eloquence, which with irreſiſtible energy captivates the ſou]. Inſtruc- 

tion in the Religion of the Goſpel, will therefore tend to form the manners of the 

Monarch, the Stateſman, the Father, and the Friend, WE BON F326 
And if there be reaſonable ground for our belief, that the Event will verify the 
moſt important Article of the Chriſtian Faith : If our Hope be juſtly founded, that 
ſome future day ſhall behold us riling from the Bed of Death, ſhall behold us burſt- 
ing from the gloomy darkneſs of the Grave, to the Enjoyment of an everlaſting Light 
of Life; the Religion-of the Goſpel, being thus ſuited to the circumſtances of all 
men, demands the early attention of all, whatever be that Rank or ſituation, in 
which the over-ruling Providence of God hath placed them. _ | ps. 
Although therefore it be granted, that the calling the attention of youth, to the 
Intricacies of Theological controverſy, would be unprofitable and unwiſe ; becauſe. 
.1t might prevent them from engaging in thoſe uſeful and manly Studies, which are 
more adapted to their Rank and Proſpects; yet ſurely it muſt be allowed, that a few 
| weeks application to the pure and perfect word of God, would be highly advanta- 
geous to them ; as it would tend to confirm them in that juſt and honourable practiſe, 
without which, Titles and diſtintions are leſs than empty ſounds, 


With 
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” ' With refpe& to that Claſs of Students in our Univerſities, whoſe views are 
directed to the Church ; there is ſurely no occaſion that any thing be faid, to hew 
the propriety and even neceſſity, of an early application to the ſtudy of that Reli- 


gion, which in conſequence of their Profeſſion, they will hereafter be called upon to 
preach to the People committed to their charge. | | 
As an Academical degree 1s generally eſteemed one of the requiſite qualifications 
for admiſſion into the Miniſtry; the moſt ſuitable ſeaſon for attending a courſe of 
Lectures on. the Goſpels, will in this caſe be immediately ſubſequent to the time of 
their commencing Bachelors of Arts. The underſtanding of the Pupil informed 
by Science, his judgement matured by habits of Reflection, his ſpirit of enquiry 
rouſed into. Activity, in conſequence of having ſucceſsfully explored the Regions of 
Mathematical and Phi:oſophical Truth, will at this time happily co-operate with the 
Tutor's Inſtructions; while the riſing ambition of diſtinguiſhing himſelf in his Pro- 
feſſion, will inſpire him with the deſire of laying deep and ſure, what ought to be 
eſteemed, the firm foundations of his future Eminence in the Church. 
. Nor let it be objected, that the expences attendant upon a Univerſity Education 
are already ſo great, that the unavoidable augmentation of them in conſequence 
of a longer reſidence in College, will be received by the friends of Youth with-mur- 
muring and. diſcontent. | 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that there is a Father in England, who would object even 
to a Quarter's prolongation of Reſidence, when the advantage propoſed is Inſtruction 
in that Science, which may ſhortly become his ſon's immediate profeſſion. 
The Biſhops themſelves, when the apprehenſions of Hereſy, and of a repeal of the 
Laws requiring. Subſcription are out of the Queſtion, are the loudeſt in complaining 
 aof the groſs ignorance of Academical Youth with reſpe&t to Theological know- 
ledge, and of their utter inſufficiency for the performance of that ſacred office, which 
requires a preparation commenſurate to the acknowledged Importance of the Truſt. 
Yet we have never heard, that they have recommended or encouraged, at either of 
the Univerſities, an attention to.that ſpecies of knowledge, which if afſiduouſly cul- 
tivated would effetually remove this Reproach. Perhaps the name of Archbiſhop 
Secker ſhould be excepted ; upon whoſe advice and Encouragement,” the preſent 
Divinity Profeſſor at Oxford hath inſtituted a courſe of Theological Lefures, ac- 
cording to.a Plan which has been lately offered to the Public; a courſe, which 
_ though it evidences the conſummate learning of the very worthy Profeſſor, muſt un- 
avoidably fail in attrafting any conſidefable degree of the Pupil's attention; and alſo 
tends to the diſcouragement of that generous principle of free enquiry, without which 
all reſearches into the Scriptures, at ſo early a time of Life, will be entered upon 
with disfatisfaQtion and diſguſt, With a view perhaps to a ſimilar Inſtitution at 
Cambridge, the Rev. Dr. Porteus, at the time of the commencement 1767, preached 
an admirable Sermon, in the Univerſity Church, In the year 1768, The Author, 
without the encouragement or ſuggeſtion of any perſon whatſoever, entered upon 
his preſent courſe of LeEtures ; which, from the time of their firſt Inſtitution to the 
preſent moment, have been uniformly oppoſed by the majority of the Heads of 
Houſes, and almoſt every Prelate who has the leaſt connection with the Place. Let 
the Plan propoſed in thele papers be Fn pnvL Of that of the Oxford Profeſſor, and 
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( 26 ) 
the Reaſon of ſuch oppoſition, may probably appear ; at leaft, every intelligent Zay- 
man muſt perceive, that the Youth, who is formed upon the model of the Oxford 
mode of Inftrution, will in all probability dutifully acquieſce in that ſyſtem of opi- 
nions, which, being firſt fabricated by a few of the Prieſthood in the ages of com- 
parative darkneſs, ſoon received the ſan&tion of Ecclefiaftical/Authority, and is now 
unhappily confirmed by the Law of the Land: while' the Student in the Goſpels, 
though under the moſt vigilant dire&tion, might be diſpoſed to with, or perhaps here- 
after to aim at introducing a more ſtriking reſemblance hetween the Religion of his 
country, and the abſolutely pure and perfe& word of the Invariable God, 
Theſe conſiderations, united with his own Experience, have induced the Author 
to conjecture; that 'the Biſhops of the Church of England have objections to the 
ſtudy of the Scriptures, under any form or direction, of a like nature with thoſe, 
which were known to have haunted their Papal Predeceffors: that as in former times, 
the Pontifical Powers ſeemed apprehenſive, that an inquiry into the operations 'of 
nature, might ſhake down the Philoſophy of Moſes ; theirLordſhips are alarmed, leſt 

a mode of Inveſtigation, which ſucceeded fo happily when the /Y/oris of God were 

the ſubject, might if reſolutely purſued in the cafe of his Ford, prove fatal to that 

Syſtem of Theological Opinions, which for certain Reaſons, not proper to be diſ- 

| | cuſſed upon the preſent occaſion, they now ſo ſtrenuouſly uphold. | 

- It has been objected, as an argument againſt adopting the Plan whiclris recom- 

: - mended in theſe papers, that the Emoluments annexed to the office of Univerſity 
Tutors are at preſent too ſmall to induce them to enter upon additional Labours, 
Which in the Lecturer's example they have feen ſo unhandſomely requited. This 
objection is acknowledged to be of ſome weight ; but then it ſhould ſeem to be the 
duty of the Biſhops to encourage a perſuaſion in the minds of the Tutors, that an 
attention to the advancement of Chriſtian knowledge in their reſpe&ive Societies, 
would recommend them to the favour of their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. Theivs 
Lordſhips have frequently interfered, in matters of a leſs momentous concern: and ' 
therefore it would not be to their diſcredit, to employ their Authority and Influence 
(which have never been moreextenſive in the Univerſities than at preſent) in rouſing 
the attention of thoſe learned Bodies, to the ſtudy of the almoſt antiquated word of 
God. Their Dependants would ſoon follow their example ; Men, who have laid 
themſelves under a kind of obligation of doing ſomething themſelves by their zeal 
in oppoſing or obſtructing what others have attempted, would eagerly ſeize the 
opportunity, and vindicate their charaQters from that Reproach, which at preſent 
they unqueſtionably deſerve. - MODS 

But if relying (it may be with a fatal ſecurity) upon that degree of power, which 

is annexed, for very different purpoſes, to their elevated Rank, their Lordſhips ſhall 

invariably perſiſt in the practice of STIFLING every effort, which is calculated to 

inform the underſtanding, and to improve the heart; let them refle&, that as ſuch 
conduct in Religious concernments is contrary to their Profefſion as Chriſtians, is 

unworthy of their character as Guardians of a Proteſtant Church ; ſo in the end, it 

muſt derive upon them the juſt Indignation and reſentment of every friend to the 

real Intereſts of Mankind, k- | 
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Hints 


Hints rote fo the conſt She 07 of Students f the Goſpel; explai N- 
t#ng the Defign of the annexed Scheme of Harmony ; and pointing out 


a compendious method of acquiring a comprehenſive knowledge of all 
thoſe doetrines and injunttions, which Feſus recommended to the at- 
Ow me obſervance of us d: iſciples. | 6 = 


HE preceding remarks and delineation may ſuffice for an 
account of the Method obſerved by the Author, in his 
Le&tures. It will not be improper to add ſome hints for the be- 
nefit of thoſe, who may approve the Plan and the annexed Har- 


mony, at the ſame time that they purſue theſe ſtudies without . 
an aſſiſtant. 


Let the ſtudent provide "himſelf with a quarto book of blank 
paper: The right-hand pages of which muſt be ruled, fo as to be 
divided into fix nearly equal columns; as in the ſpecimen, which 
18 added at the cloſe of this pamphlet. 

Let his firſt employment be to read the quantity of Scripture, 
which 1s contained in one line of the following Harmony, in the 
original. He muſt endeavour to render himſelf maſter of the 
language in this period. If any difficulties ſhould ariſe, either 
with regard to the meaning of words, or their conſtruftion, he 
muſt apply to the uſual afſiſtances for information. Among 
theſe, he may conſult Vigerus de Idiotiſmis grece dictionis, the 
Ellipſes of Bos, Leigh's Critica Sacra, Stockius's clavis, the Lexi- 
con of Paſor ; and aboye all, the lathly publiſhed Lexicon of 
Parkhurſt. 9 


* The choice of an Edition of the Greek Teſtament is a matter of ſome mo- 
ment. The folio edition of Dr. Mill by Kuſter is well known. Bengelius's quar- 
to edition printed in 1734, and his ſmaller edition printed in 1762, are highly va- 
luable; but the duodecimo editions of Wetſten appear to be far ſuperior to all others 
with reſpet to general uſe. As yarious readings of importance may ſometimes bs : 

| | containe 
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CO | 
Let him in the ſecond place, be careful to inveſtigate the gene- 
ral ſenſe of the paſſages, referred to in each Evangeliſt, either by 


his own refle&tion, or by the aid of paraphraſes. And here it 


may be obſerved, that among the: many performances of- this 
ſort, the beſt is that, which we owe to the labours of the learned 
and judicious Dr. Clarke. 

The Student being now ſuppoſed to be a competent Judge of 
the matter contained in one of theſe lines of 19" 4eaanj may with 
great improvement to himſelf, digeſt the ſubſtance of what the 
Evangeliſts have written in thus period, into one paragraph,  ex- 
preſſed in his own words, and containing all the PUoners WOr- 
thy of obſervation, which are found in each. 

This Paragraph 1s to be tranſcribed into the left hand page * 
the paper book; and in the continuation of the cloſing line of 
the account, upon the right hand ruled page, muſt be ſet down 
in their proper columns, the references as contained 4 in the ſub- 
joined Harmony. 

If any expreſſions which lead to a diſcovery of the important 
circumſtances of time and place, ſhould occur, they are diligently 
to be attended to; andall ſuch circumſtances of time and place, are 


to be noted in the fifth and ſixth columns of the ruled paper. *. 


The Student's next employment ſhould be, by the help of the 
parallel places immedaately-ſubjoined to the text in the editions 
of Dr. Mill and Wetfſten, to explore the moſt remarkable paſſages 
of Scripture, which tend to explain or illuſtrate the portion of the 


_ Goſpels under his conſideration ; theſe he may ſet down 1 in ſmaller 


. figures, 


contained in the portions of Scripture under conſideration; the prolegomena and 

canons of Criticiſm prefixed to theſe editions of Wetſten, are not unworthy of the 
Student's notice : but if he is deſirous of further information in theſe matters, the 
valuable little treatiſe of Erneſtus de inftitutione Interpretis novi teſtamenti, Mi- 
chaelis's introductory Lectures to the Study of the Greek Teſtament, and the prale- 


 pomena to the folio edition of Wetſten will afford him ample ſatisfaCtion, 


| * The Author thinks it incumbent upon him to confeſs, that he has taken the 
Hint of his fifth and ſixth columns-trom the Harmony of Ts. 


(.49 } 
figures, in thoſe columns which remain unoccupied either by the 
narration of the Evangeliſts, or by the notes of time and place. 
Although much is. now done, the Student is not to conſider 
himſelf as arrived at the termination of his labours. The import 
of particular words and ſentences is now to be enquired into : 
Alluſions to Jewiſh or Heathen rites and cuſtoms are to be dili- 
gently noted; the peculiar phraſeology, and highly figurative 
diction, (which more or leſs occurs in all the Evangeliſts, and 


. prevails more eſpecially in almoſt every verſe of St. John) will 


require the moſt earneſt attention in. all who have a defire to 
know, and the courage* to inveſtigate the Goſpel truths. In the 


proſecution of this part of the plan, the concordances of Stephens 


and Schmidius; and in caſe theſe cannot be obtained, the Cam- 
bridge concordance, or that of Cruden, will prove of great ad- 
vantage. Books deſcriptive of the Boundaries and Climate, the na- 
tural produce, and peculiar Cuſtoms of the Eaſtern Nations, will 
be highly uſeful. The faithful narratives of judicious Travellers, 
have already been found to throw conſiderable Light upon ſeveral 
paſſages, which had formerly eluded the efforts of the moſt cele- 
brated Commentators; a Race of Men, who in general have 


| been more ſtudious of eſtabliſhing certain Syſtems, to which they 


have been attached by Education and Intereſt, than.of inveſtigat- 


ing, with diligence and a ſpirited Impartiality, thoſe aids from 


natural and civil Hiſtory, which might lead us to a more accurate 
comprehenſion of the ſacred Code, 

Theſe means of information, under. the direftion of a ſound 
underſtanding and a good heart, at length will lead the Student 
in the Scriptures, to a reaſonable perſuaſion of his having attained 
to the knowledge of that one ſenſe, which the Writers intended 
their words and fentences ſhould bear. An Enquiry into which, 
if in order of time tt precedes the formation of every Syſtem or 

Qpinion 


| ® See a little tract of Bp. Hare frequently reprinted, intituled, Dificulties and 
diſcouragements, which attend the ſtudy of Scripture in the way of privateJudgement, N 
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Opinion whatſoever, muſt naturally terminate in a full compre- 
henfion of the truths contained in' the Word of God; and if 
conſcientiouſly and intrepidly perſiſted in by every Student in the 
Scriptures, would lead by peaceful ſteps, to that happy Uniformity 
- of Sentiment in all important points, which cannot be effected 
by the alluring proſpects of worldly Greatneſs, nor impoſed b 
the force of temporal terrors on the free-born Mind.* 
Whatever texts of Scripture, whatever obſervations of his own 
or of others, either critical, or explanatory of paſſages in the Evan- 
geliſts, ſhall appear worthy of being recorded, may be tranſcribed 
from the rough draughts of the Student, into an interleaved teſta- 


ment, a line being drawn under a leading word of the ſentence to 
mark the intention of a reference. Es : 


In 


* The Author hopes, that it will not be eſteemed preſumption in him to name 
a few of thoſe Commentators and Philologiſts, who in his Judgement have laboured 
= moſt ſucceſsfully in' the Elucidation of this part of the Holy Scriptures. F 
_—_ The Francfort edition of Le Clerc's tranſlation and emendations of Hammond's 
= notes and paraphraſe on the new Teſtament, is ſo valuable, that it almoſt ſuperſedes 
the uſe of other commentators. Whitby, however, Grotius, and Poole's Synopſis, 
l may be named in this liſt. With reſpect to matters of Philology and Criticiſm, the 
—_ Author is ſenſible of having found ſo great advantage from the following Books, 
= that he cannot but recommend them to the attention of every diligent Student in 
= the Goſpels. Elſneri Obſervationes ſacrz,  Obſervationes ſacre Georgii Davidis 
|  Kypke. Krebfii Obſervationes in Novum Teſtamentum e Flavio Joſepho. Obſerva- 
tiones Philologico-criticzEliz Palairet, Raphelii annotationes in ſacram ſcripturam ; 
and the notes of Alexander More and others, collected into two fmall Volumes by 
- Fabricius. | | | ot | 
Wl | The Works of Lightfoot are indiſpenſably neceffary, in order to acquire an ac- 
w  quaintance with Jewiſh rites and cuſtoms. "The names of the moſt approved tra- 
vellers into the Eaſtern countries are well known. 'The PreleCtions of the preſent 
|| Biſhop of Oxford upon the Hebrew Poetry, ſhould be diligently ſtudied. The merit 
| . of this Performance is ſo univerſally acknowledged, that it is almoſt needleſs to in- 
, 
| 


form the Student, that the Right Reverend Author hath evidenced the moſt conſum- 
mate knowledge of his Subject, united with uncommon ſtrength of Judgement, and 
happieſt elegance of Expreſſion, in that celebrated Work. The two Volumes of 
the new Introduction to the Study and Knowledge of the new Teſtament, which 
Ns have lately been publiſhed by the Reverend Dr. Harwood, have raiſed an ardent 
742 |  ExpeRtation of a third from the ſame ingenious Hand. Under this head, it may 

| not be amiſs to take notice of a little treatiſe, printed for Field in Pater-nofter-Row, 
| the purport of which is to illuſtrate paſſages of Scripture from circumſtances inci- 
| dentally mentioned in books of Voyages and Travels into the Eaſt, as a book which 
| 


may be peruſed with conſiderable improvement. 
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In onkes to put this matter in the cleareſt light, we will ſubjoin 


. a ſpecimen of the Harmony, completed in the manner here re- 


commended to the Student, which me ſerve as a model for his 
future labours. 

Let us chuſe for inſtance; the 37th line of references. In this 
we find St. Luke to be the ſole narrator. The firſt care of the 
Student then will be to read the 22d, 23d, and 24th verſes of the 
ſecond chapter of St. Luke in the original. Upon inſpection into 
the folio editions of Mill and Wetſten, ſome doubts may ariſe 
whether avrwv, Or avrs, be the more authentic reading; or whe- 


_ ther, with Bengelius, we ſhould not with more propriety reject 


them both. The preſent inſtance 1s not a matter of very great 
1mportance, nor 1s the Student yet to be ſuppoſed properly qua- 
lified for the accurate diſcuſſion of ſuch points: But caſes may 
occur, wherein an habitual ſkill of weighing thoſe evidences, 
which have been brought in ſupport of each various reading, 
from the mere authority of manuſcripts and verſions, will be 
found to be an attainment of no ſmall value. 

The Student, after having rendered himſelf maſter of the Jan- 
guage in this period, in the next Place turns to the paraphraſe 
of Clarke. He diligently compares it with the original and the 
Engliſh tranſlation ; and by the help of both, is ſufficiently pre- 
pared to digeſt the contents of theſe three verſes, into one para- | 
graph, drawn up with as much conciſeneſs as poſlible, in his own 
words, and expreſſed in ſomewhat of the following manner. — 

At the concluſion of the days of Mary's ſeparation, the Child Jeſus 
zs preſented to the Lord, in the temple at Feruſalem ; at the ſame time 
his Mother offers thoſe ſacrifices, for her Suerificatia on, which were en- 
joined by the law of Moſes. 

This paragraph with its proper Ee LY is to be 6 inſerted} into 
the Py” book, in the manner before deſcribed. at 48 

| As 
* It may 'be objected, that this part of the Student's ; employment might with 1 more 
propriety be deferred, until by the help of references and commentators he is better 


able to inveſtigate the ſenſe of the paſſage which he is now CONNTIO.: but we are 
to 


$:90"+2 

As the Student finds, that this preſentation and offering were 
made at. an accuſtomed time, from the expreſſion 67: emanobyrav 
c& nueex, &c. he conſults the parallel places in Mill, or thoſe con- 
tained in the duodecimo edition of Wetſten: from thence he is 
directed to turn to the twelfth chapter of Leviticus; where he will 
find the time of purification, after the birth of a male, to be at 
the cloſe of the three and thritieth day from the circumciſion of 
the Child — at the cloſe of the fortieth from the birth. If, there- 
fore, the Birth of Jeſus be fixed for the twenty fifth of September, 
he may put down the third of November, in the fifth column of 
the ruled page, as the day, on which the fatts in queſtion were 
performed. In the twenty ſecond verſe of this chapter of St. Luke, 
he will find his authority for putting down Jeruſalem in' the ſixth 
column, as the place of theſe tranſactions. The abovementioned 
chapter of Leviticus, recording that commandment which was 
the foundation of the latter of theſe inſtitutions, may appear 
worthy of being put down in one of the vacant columns: it is 
accordingly inſerted in the firſt. There now remain only two 
columns unoccupied, v2z. the ſecond and the fourth; in which 
Exod. xiii, 11 — 17, and Numbers xviii. 15 — 18, (the firſt de- 
ſcribing the reaſon of the rite of preſentation, and the latter con- 
firming or throwing further light upon it) may be noted down. 

The Student will obſerve, that the teſtimonies of Tacitus, Sue- 
tonius, : Joſephus, Philo, as well as the obſervations of Lightfoot, 
may. be referred to with advantage : but he 1s adviſed to be ſpar- 
ing in ſuch references, as they may call his attention from the 


more 


to refleR, that the ſole end of the preſent ſcheme, is the improvement of the Student; 
and in order to effect this purpoſe, he ſhould always (to uſe the words of Taylor) 
carry all the light he can before him. The method of deſcending.from a general, 
though imperfect acquaintance with the Author's intention in any writing, to the 
explication of particular words and phraſes, will often be found to be more eaſy, than 
the aſcent from the examination of particular words and ſentences to the general im- 
port of the whcle. Mr. Locke's Preface to his Comment on the Epiſtles, which 
the Author of theſe Papers, again and again, recommends as the moſt ſenſible per- 


formance ever written upon the ſubjeR of Interpretation, ſets this Matter in the 
cleareſt light. 
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 mors important iluftrations; which may be deduced from the 

words of holy. Scripture. 

Our next ſtep muſt be to conſult the commentators, and thoſe 
other Authors, who may have contributed their” aſſiſtance. to- 
wards the elucidation of the paſſage now before us. "As this is 

intended only as a ſpecimen, it is unneceſſary to be diffuſe in_ 

this part of the explication. It will be ſufficient to obſerve, 
that in the philological and critical notes of Palairet, the Stu- 
dent will find ſome juſt obſervations upon the propriety of the 
words evyeyo and wageoyoa in this place: that in Elſner's 
obſervations he will perceive, the rite of purification upon 
fuch occaſions, was not peculiar to the Jewiſh people: And that, 
from Lightfoot, and Schoetgenius in his Hore Hebraicz et Tal- 
mudice, as well as from the original inſtitution of the Law, he 
will be able to infer the lowly ſituation of Joſeph and Mary, from | 
their humble offering; which was much inferior in value, to what 
in ſimilar circumſtances was enjoined to the rich. 

The Student's own good ſenſe will enable him to ſelect from the 
numerous tribes of commentators, fuch obſervations as are moſt 
_ worthy of being attended to and recorded ; theſe at his leiſure, 
he may tranſcribe into his interleaved teſtament, having previ- 
ouſly drawn a line under the words to be commented upon, as 
m the preſent inſtance under the words zavgious, amyayor, and 
Wapx5 10x, 1N order to call his attention to has notes, UPon 24 ſub= 
ſequent reading of this paſſage. 
| The Method of Procedure, which has thus been exemplified in 
the 37th Line of References, 1s to be purſued through every b 
Line of the annexed Harmony. 

If, in the line of references, there be found portions of two, or 
three, or of all the Evangeliſts, as in the 54th line of references 
(where the preaching of John 1s treated of;) the Student muſt 
ſeparately attend to the various readings, the language, and the 
paraphraſe of ys Evangeliſt, before he digeſts them into a pa- 
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etiighe of his own. And here, ag fix coldiniti may not-be ſuf. 
ficient t comprehend in one line, all the paſſages he would 
wiſh to have referred to, together with the cireumſtances of time 


| and place; he: may find room for ſuch additional references, by 


adopting the method' purſued in the er line of the ſpecimen of 


the completed Harmony. 


The Author 1s not withowths his wink, that the labour 
neceſſary for the execution of ſuch a comprehenſive ſcheme as 


15 now recommended, may be conſidered as an objection to 


his plan. He truſts, however, that the mode of ſtudy here pro- 
poſed, will upon experience be found to be far leſs. irkſome, than 
the pains of tolling through a ſea of Commentators, Expoſitors, 
Fathers, Schoolmen, Councils; and far leſs laborious, at the ſame 


time much more pleaſing, than the taſk of acquiring an acquaint- 


ance with the firſt elements .of thoſe philoſophical ſtudies, which 
our Alma Mater hath, with ſo much wiſdom, recommended. to 
the attention of her Sons; 
The Fruits- of ſuch induſtry, continued through the other 
parts of Scripture, will be, as far as relates to all neceffary 


- points, a thorough-acquaintance with, and a perfect knowledge of 


our Bible: A Book, which contains whatever 1s profitable for 


_ doctrine, for inſtruftion, and reproof ; and which, among its 


other Epithets and Titles deſcriptive of its worth, may juſtly be 
ſtiled in the words of the immortal CET "Oy RELI- 


. * This celebrated ii of the renowned Etillidgrworth; that the Bible — the 
Bible only, is the Religion of Proteſtants ; appears to be but imperfeRly compre- 
hended, even in theſe. more enlightened times. ._ 
if indeed, by the term Religion, we are to underftand a particular form of 
Church Government, and mode of publick Worſhip; we muſt. be compelled to 
allow, that the afſertion | is by no means true ; as no. obligatory Inſtitution, with 
reſpett to either of theſe points, is to be found in any part of the ſacred Code ; 
which only contains a general Intimation and advice, that all things in Public 
Worſhip be conducted with decency and order. 
But if the Term Religion is made uſe of to denote a colleRion of Doctrines, and 
precepts, 


45 1 aut 
precepts; relating:to the regulation of Human Life ; the aſfertion-of Chillingworth 
is moſt accurately juſt ; and though much has been -faid upon the reſpect, which'is 
due to eſtabliſhed opinions ; yet it is not to be ſuppoſed, that :any member or our 
Church would have the confidence to deny the fupreme Authority:of the Scriptures, 
in all controverſies of faith. With reſpect to opinions of a Religious nature, the 
Scriptures ſhould be conſidered, not merely as our ultimate, but-as-our only Guide; 
No human- Interpretation+is of any force, ſhould. it contradi& theſe Scriptures : And 
of the juſtneſs or the propriety of the Interpretation, utterly regardleſs of the De- 
cifions of colleRive Bodies of Men, InDivipuaLs are unqueſtionably to judge for 
themſelves, Religion, when we confider it either as'a principle 'of ation, -or'as a 
perſuaſion. of the 'T'ruth of certain DoQrines productive of ſuch principle, is a merely 
ERSONAL concern. The Goſpel holds forth the Promiſe of an everlaſting Life, to 
every ſincere and conſcientious obſerver of its doftrines; while it menaces the future 
vengeance of an offended Deity, againſt every contriver and perpetrator of Evil ; 
and the effe&t of theſe motives upon the minds of Men, will depend not upon the 
determinations of Councils, 'and Synods, but upon the degree of evidence and im- 
—_— with which the Truth o God ſhall manifeft itſelf to the conſcience of the 
eliever. | | 

- | It is therefore in defiance of Reaſon and the common rights-of Mankind, that co- 
ercive or attractive powers, are employed to produce an uniformity of-ſentiment in | 
matters of doctrine ; the effort itſelf is the effort of the worſt ſpecies of Tyranny, and 
the general ſucceſs evinces the folly of the'attempt. An uniformity of Profefſton may 
perhaps be effected ; and ſuch uniformity would be an infallible criterion of a total 
diſregard to all vital Religion ; and an unequivocal Token of the utter profligacy 
and degeneracy of the Times. To the production of the Religious Principle, the 
| nobleſt characteriſtic of Man's nature, there is undoubtedly required the free and 
full exertion of Man's Reaſon; and as a difference in education and courſe of Life, 
with innumerable other circumſtances, will naturally produce a diverſity'of opimion, 
' with reſpect to any ſubje&t, wherein the reaſon and the paſſions of our ſpecies are 
concerned ; fo a diverſity of ſentiment may reafonably be expetted, and may ſafely he 
tolerated, with reſpect to the Interpretation of Scripture, among thoſe, who yet may 
- agree in ſubmitting to the ſame mode of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline — in worſhipping 
the ſame God — and in expreſſing their gratitude to him for the fame Redeemer. 
If it be objected, that were this Freedom of enquiry allowed in its fulleſt extent, 
ſuch diverſities of opinion would ariſe, as might be prejudicial to the real Intereſts 
of Religion, and occaſion difſenſions dangerous to the State. It may, in anſwer, be 
obſerved, that a Freedom ſimilar to that contended for in matters of Religion, has 
for ſome time been allowed with very great advantage, in Subjects of a Philoſophical 
kind ; and that a diverſity of opinion concerning the fundamental Principles of civil 
Saciety, has never even in the worſt of times been conſidered by the Legiſlature, as 
deſtructive of its ſecurity : On the contrary, it has always been found upon Expe- 

rience, that the ſtrength of reaſon and argument, has at length born down all © 
poſition, in matters which are naturally. ſubje& to their juriſdiction — And that 
the force of Laws aſſiſted by Penal Inflictions, have always effeCted the purpoſe of 


their inſtitution, unaided by a Political Creed. Should the diverſities of opinion 
become more numerous (which perhaps is ſcarcely poſſible) in- conſequence of a 
complete toleration, and an utter abolition of the Antichriſtian practice of Subſcrip- 


tions 


OF» (36 ) 
tion, it would not from thence neceſſarily follow, that the ſum total of real difſen- . 
fions and animoſities would be therefore increaſed, as a diverſity of opinion pro- 
ceeds from the natural, or ſuperinduced diverſity of men's minds, while our Reli- 
gious difſenſions are to be rather accounted for from thoſe emoluments which are 
annexed to ſome opinions in preference to others, without any real-ground of ſu- 
periority, to be deduced from Scripture, or the reaſon of things. | Convinced per-_ 
haps by an experiment fairly tried, that an-intire uniformity of ſentiment can never 
be effected, Mankind would leatn to be more'\candid and temperate in: their Reli- 
gious diſquiſitions ; and the Athanafian, the Arian, and the Socinian, united by an 
Approbation of the ſame form of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, might wave the Inſertion 
of their diſcriminating opinions into the forms of Public Worſhip; and conſent, 
however divided in points comparatively of ſmall Importance, to meet together in the 
Houſe of God as Friends. And ſurely, if they are united in a belief of the ſame Re- 
deemer — are guilty of -no real offence againſt the civil Inſtitutions of their country 
 — if their charaQters' are marked by a juſt and honourable deportment, they are 

equally intitled to all the Privileges and Immunities of a Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment ; 
ought equally to be reſpeRted by Mankind for their ſocial Virtues; and, if truly pious, 
ſhould be reputed alſo equally beloved by their God. pL * 

| Nor is' there any reaſon to be apprehenſive, that were a complete toleration al- 
lowed, or an equal encouragement indifferently afforded to every religious opinion, 
which is formed upon a private Interpretation of Scripture, that the Purity or ſfim- 
plicity of the Chriſtian Faith would ſuffer from ſo generous an Indulgence. In ſuch 
circumſtances we might reſt aſſured, (to uſe the expreſſive language of Dr. Hallifax's 
"uy able and ingenious. correſpondent) that Right Reaſon would ultimately pre- 
vail ; that,pne TruTEH like one SUN, however it might for a time: be forced to 
combat with clouds and tempeſts, would: at laſt break forth, diſpel the .darkneſs 
of Sophiſtry and error, and diffuſe an irreſiſtible Luſtre, and happy ſerenity oves 
© the whole Chriſttan World. UE) Hy | 
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N the following Scheme of Harmony, the figures 1---5 in the firſt line of refer-. 
ence imply, that the Student is-to read from the beginning of the firſt verſe of 
the firſt chapter of St. Luke, to the beginning of the fitth verſe in the ſame chap- 
' ter; or in other words, from the firſt verſe incluſive to the fifth verſe excluſive. The 
$th line of reference points out to him, that he is to read from. the beginning of 
the fifth verſe to the beginning of the eighth : and ſo. on for the reſt. "The reference 
marked by III 23—. denotes, that he is to read from the beginning of the 23d verſe 
of the third chapter of St. Luke, to the end of that chapter. It will ſometimes hap- 
pen that the fame verſe is quoted more than. once, — ſuch reference denotes, that 
the verſe in queſtion contains doctrines or tranſactions, which are the ſubject of ſe= 
parate verſes in the other -Evangeliſts; or ſuch a diverſity of matter, as may not 
unprofitably be dilated into ſeparate paragraphs, although there ſhould be but one 
narrator of ſuch faQs or doctrines. 18 JA 54 
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The manner, in which the preceding Harmony is to be made uſe of, has already been explain- 
ed ; particularly in the 14th and 31ſt pages of this Book. In the latter place, St. Luke is the 
ſole narrator; and in the former, the paragraph is to be conſtructed from the relations of all the 
four Evangeliſts, who with ſome variety of circumſtances and expreflions have agreed in record--. 
ing the ſame tranſa&ion. | | > | | 

When the portions of Scripture referred to, conſiſt intirely of Hiftorical matter, the paragraph 
drawn up by the ſtudent may be full and circumſtantial, and -at the ſame time compreſſed 
into a narrow compaſs; thoſe portions, which are more of the doQtrinal kind, neceſſarily require 
a little dilatation ; eſpecially, where the points of doQtrine are declared in figurative terms. In 
ſuch caſes we muſt have recourſe to the form of paraphraſe, in order that the meaning of the 
Sacred Writer may be placed in 'its Jroper point of view. This part of the ftudent's employment 
will eſpecially require frequent references to parallel places, and therefore at firſt may appear 
irkſome ; a little praiſe however will render it amuſing, as well as inftruQtive. 

The ſtudent is adviſed to be particularly careful, that he does not adopt the expreffions of thoſe 
Authors, whom he may be obliged occaſionally to conſult. 'The great end and aim of the 
Exerciſe here recommended, 1s to imprint upon the mind, ſuch an idea of the actions and dif- 
courſes of our Redeemer, and of their moſt material concomitant circumſtances, as may enable 
the ſtudent, from a conſideration of the particularities of time, place, and occaſion, to form a. 
juſt and accurate conception of all the Goſpel DoErines; a knowledge which cannot be attained, 


unleſs the ſtudent deviating from the manner of expreflion which he meets with in the Scripture, 
_ or in the Commentators upon it, conſtructs his paragraphs according to forms of expreflion con- 
ceived by himſelf. | FS | 


Six of the firſt fourteen lines of references in the preceding Tables, are inſtances wherein the 
- paraphraſtical method muſt be adopted : The following is a ſpecimen of the propoſed manner of 
execution, in the doQrinal as well as hiſtorical parts of the Goſpe's. 'The ſtudent will obſerve, 
that the interpretation which 1s given to the portions of St. John, differs from the ſenſe which has 
uſually been aſcribed to thoſe celebrated Verſes. 'The LeCturer, by virtue of being a Proteſtant, 
has a ripht to give that ſenſe, which appears to him moſt juſt : the ſtudent has an equal right of 
adopting that interpretation, which appears to him moſt expreflive of the meaning of the ſacred 
text. The following exemplification is intended only as a model for his future ſtudies ; which he 


may ſafely iwitate, without paying any further reſpe& to the interpretatioa here offer'd, than in 
his opinion it deſerves, | | 


% 
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eg  Matth. || Mark | Luke | John | 
= | "HE Preface of St. Luke, in which he vindicates to himſelf | SÞ FR H | 
| As the Liberty of drawing up a narrative »f the Goſpel- | | 
Hiſtory, by the example of other Chriftians —— He further claims : 
it from the advantages, which qualified him in a peculiar manner | py 


for the execution 'f ſuch a work. — The immediate end of his writing © 
this Hiſtory declared to be for the confirmation of his friend | 
Theophilus in the faith of Chriſt, | | I-5 


2. St. Fohn intimates that the Word, which Feſus and his Apoſtles 
preached, from the beginning of time lay concealed in the divine hg | = nn "4 
counſels ; and, upon its Revelation, was ſupported by a power d2- | 
" * rived from the Creator of the Warld. The leading Dottrine of 
the Goſpel, (viz. the Reſurrefion of the Deal) and its ſucceſs 
in diſpelling that Intelleftual and Mhral Darkneſs, which then in- 3% 
volved in thickeſt gloom every Nation under Heaven, are deſcribed | ; FAS 
 #n highly figurative terms. — a 4 


\ 3. The Sacred Writer, reflefting upon the folly and perverſeneſs | Bu 
o the human race, obſerves, that a perſptcuous and important 2- AT | | 
lation was indulged to mankind a Revelation, derived from the | 
fountain of all wiſdom a Revelation, proceeding from the Being \| 
whoſe Providence, though unnoticed, was daily maniſeſted in the cour/e 

of Nature and the government of that World whith was created by | | 
is power laſtly, a Revelation, which was communicated to God's | ; 1 ; 
peculiar people, though by that people ungratefully rejefied. —— 9.12 


4. The diflinguiſhed Privilege of the happy few, who received 
the Goſpel, is declared. Upon acknowledgement of their belief in OTST 
the Divine Miſſion of Feſus, they commenced the Sons of Gop : / = 
an appellation, of which they manifeſted themſelves to be in ſome ſort | POS A | 
worthy ; as, by their renunciation of all title to it derived from their | - FR | 4 
Anceſtors, by their lowlineſs of mind, and ardent Love of Virtue, they 
evidenced thoſe diſpoſitions whith are pleaſing in Gad's fight.” — 


1 
v 


— 


s. 1t is aſſerted, that during the courſe of Feſus's miniſtration, | 
the mighty power of the Deity was gloriouſly reſplendent tn hi, 
\ perſon —— And that the Apoſtles, of whom Fobn himſelf was one, | ” 
were Eye-Witneſſes of his Miracuious Works —— Works, which | 
plainly evidenced him to be the Highly favoured SON of Gop. 


_ 
_- 


6. John further proceeds to ſhew that the Perſon, who was com- 
miſſioned to hold forth this Light of Revelation to Mankind, commu- 
nicated to his Followers a portion of that Authority and Power, which | | ar 
be enjoyed as the Delegate of Heaven. _ — jp: | 16- 17 


i. 44 


K | | 
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Way 7.5 TE 'Matth. | Mark | Luke | John 
7. The Law aud the Goſpal are compared, —— the Supertority of | | Ec” 4 
the latter is pointed out, under a comparative view of the different | | . 
degrees of Divine Illumination, with whith the Leaders of theſe | . | | | 
different diſpenſatians were favoured by the Almighty. — | | 117 - 19] 

| 4 | ' 


8. The extraGion of Zacharias a Fawiſh Priefl, and of Elizabeth | | 
his Wife, wha lived in the time of Herod King of Fudea they | 
gre deſcribed as firiftly pious and juſt in their deportment, and at the | | 
time when this hiflory commences, childleſs, and both advanced in | | [-s q | | 
years. — — I 5 | 


| I—— —_—_—— 


9. While Zacharias, diſcharging the funtlions of his Sacred Office | g 
according to the regulations of the Prieſthood, is engaged in burning | | 
Incenſe on the altar, an Angel ſuddenly appears to him in the Temple, 8-13 


10. The ſurprize and conflernation excited in the mind of Zacha- 
rias by ſo unuſual an appearance, are diſpelled by the aſſurances 4 
the Angel, that God had heard his prayer, and that Elizabeth ſhould | 
qonceive and bear a Son. The manner of Life and | | 
&:ftinguiſhed office of the Baptiſt are deſcribed by the Angel, -—— 13-18 | 


11. Zacharias, diftruſting the accompliſhment of this Prediftion, 
on account of his own, and Elizabeth's advanced age, requires a -# 
miraculous fign for confirmation of his faith : — A ſign is given; 
for in puniſhment of his diſbelief he is firuck with dumbneſs. 


| F | EMS 
- 12. The People, who were praying in the court of the Temple, | 
during the Offering of Incenſe, find upon his coming forth, that he 
is incapable of pronouncing the uſual benedi#tion, and at length per-| | 
seive that he bad ſeen a vifion in the Temple. — EY RE: FO 21 - 23 
| | | 
13. Zacharias having fulfilled the days of his miniſtration, returns | | 
to his own Houſe ; probably at Hebron, F- 


uy 


14. The conception of Elizabeth — the religious effe6s of her 
gratitude for this manifeſlation of the Divine favour. 
| | ; -.. A 3 | , 


—_— 


The two following pages contain a ſpecimen of the Harmony completed with reſpect 
to references, according to the method recommended in pages 31 and 32. 
In the execution of this ſcheme, the ſtudent will obſerve, that the additional references 


are to be noted down in ſmaller figures ; in order that they may not be confounded with 
the primary references to the four Evangeliſts, I 
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